82                        OVERTURES TO AUSTRIA         [May 24, 1871

would go to show that in Austria, and indeed in Vienna
itself, this agitation is making way among the workers.
If your Excellency considers that the desire, and indeed
the necessity, of opposing these movements of dis-
affection is felt by the Imperial Austro-Hungarian
Government, please initiate a confidential discussion of
ways and means. In my opinion, the first step would
be an exchange of views respecting the extent and
direction of the Socialist organisation, and the recogni-
tion of the principle that Socialist menaces to life and
property, such as have been carried into execution in
Paris, belong to the category of ordinary crime, and
not to that of political offences."

I here add the contents of some other documents
on the same subject received and despatched later.

Writing on the 3rd of June, R. reported that the
Emperor Alexander said to him that he intended to
discuss with the Emperor William and the Chief the
question of the means by which the European
monarchies could be protected from the Socialist
danger, and in particular from the International. In
his opinion all the Governments of Europe should unite
and assist one another in the struggle against this
enemy. The Emperor will have a memorial on the
subject drawn up by the Minister of Justice, in which,
in particular, evidence will be adduced with the object
of proving that the members of these Socialistic
associations should be treated, not as political offenders,
but as ordinary criminals.

During the second week of June, Bucher was much
occupied in studying the International; and despatches
drawn up by him were sent to Florence, Brussels,
Vienna, and London. These were intended to pave
the way for a joint intervention of the Governments